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getting 
here

PROXIMITY TO OTHER COMMUNITIES

Local Region:
•	 Smithers – 68 km
•	 Terrace – 144 km
•	 Kitimat – 200 km
•	 Stewart – 267 km
•	 Prince Rupert – 287 km
Urban Centres:
•	 Prince George – 445 km;  

5-hour drive, 50 min flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Whitehorse – 1,189 km;  

16-hour drive, 5-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Kelowna – 1,119 km;  

12.5-hour drive, 3-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Calgary – 1,229 km;  

13-hour drive, 4-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Edmonton – 1,184 km;  

13-hour drive, 2.5-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Vancouver – 1,222 km;  

13-hour drive, 2-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Victoria – 1,311 km;  

17-hour drive, 3-hour flight (via YXT/YYD)
•	 Seattle – 1,334 km;  

15-hour drive, 4-hour flight (via YXT/YYD) 

TRANSPORTATION

Air
Smithers Regional Airport (YYD)
•	 Airlines: Air Canada, Central Mountain Air, Northern 

Thunderbird Air
•	 Flights: Direct to Vancouver & Prince George; 

Multistop to Kamloops, Kelowna, Calgary, 
Edmonton; charter flights

Northwest Regional Airport (YXT)
•	 Airlines: Air Canada, Central Mountain Air, WestJet
•	 Flights: Direct to Vancouver & Prince George; 

Multistop to Kamloops, Kelowna, Calgary, 
Edmonton; charters flights

Rail
•	 Take Via Rail from the stop at the at the end of 

Laurier Street. Go West to the coast, terminating 
in Prince Rupert, with scenic views of remote 
settlements, Kitwanga, the Seven Sisters Mountain 
Range, and the Skeena River. Eastbound trains go to 
Jasper, Alberta.

Highway
•	  The Hazeltons are on Highway 16, and a small 

distance (55 km) from the turnoff to the  
Stewart-Cassiar Highway (Hwy 37). 

The Hazeltons are located 290 km (180 miles) east of Prince Rupert 
and 68 km (45 miles) northwest of Smithers on the paved Yellow-
head Trans Canada Highway 16.  Connections with the British Co-
lumbia and Alaska State Ferry systems are made at Prince Rupert.  At 
Kitwanga, 50 km (30 miles) west of New Hazelton, the Stewart-Cas-
siar Highway 37 heads northward to the Yukon and Alaska. 
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What’s Inside

PHOTOS

COVERS & GENERAL Sections: Northern BC Tourism, 
Michael Arnold, Abby Cooper, Shayd Johnson, Jeanine 
Philippe, Simon Ratcliffe, Steve Rogers, Tomas Sedlak/
Bulkley in Pictures, Mike Seehagel, Sandra Smith, Andrew 
Strain, William Vickers, Michelle Yarham. 

HAZELTONS TRAILS, RECREATION SITES & PARKS Section:  
Ben Heemskerk, Andrew Webber, Recreation Sites & Trails 
BC, Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine, Barbara Schwab, 
Brenda Schwab, David Schwab & others as noted.

HANDS OF HISTORY TOUR Section: Arlon Gislason, Mike 
Weeber, Ken Newman, Andrew Webber, Archival images 
courtesy of Royal BC Museum, BC Archives & others as noted.

DESIGN  Sandra Smith, DESIGNWORKS BC

VIA RAIL’S JASPER–PRINCE RUPERT PASSENGER TRAIN, 
SOMETIMES CALLED THE “SKEENA TRAIN”, RUNS THROUGH THIS 
REGION AND OFFERS SPECTACULAR VIEWS ALONG THE WAY.

HAZELTONS VISITOR CENTRE 
4070 9th Avenue, New Hazelton BC, V0J 2J0 
tourism@newhazelton.ca • visitnorthwestbc.ca 
May long weekend until end of September  
250-842-6071 (Off -season:  250-842-6571)

The HAZELTONS COMMUNITY GUIDE 
© 2022 Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine

This guide is a collaborative publication of the REGIONAL 
DISTRICT, DISTRICT OF NEW HAZELTON and VILLAGE OF 
HAZELTON with support from NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE TRUST and DESTINATION BC.

This document is available electronically from  
www.hazeltonstourism.ca

All information was accurate, to the best of our 
knowledge, at time of printing.
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Named after the hazel bushes which paint river-carved terraces, the Hazeltons 
are situated amidst a majestic landscape dominated by 3000 foot walls of the 
rugged Stekyoden Mountain Range. The area offers an unsurpassed combination 
of attractions: scenic beauty, wilderness recreation, indigenous culture, trophy 
salmon fishing, and a friendly frontier lifestyle.

The Hazelton area is comprised of two municipalities (the Village of Hazelton 
and District of New Hazelton), four unincorporated communities (South 
Hazelton, Two Mile, Kitwanga and the Kispiox Valley), and seven First Nations’ 
villages: six of which are of the Gitxsan people - (Gitanmaax, Sik-E-Dakh, Kispiox, 
Gitwangak, Gitanyow, and Gitsegukla) - and one of the Wet’suwet’en people - 
(Hagwilget).

Easily accessible along Yellowhead Highway 16, the Hazeltons are a ‘must see’ 
for any tourist travelling in Northwest British Columbia. Visitor services are 
available for every need. Quality attractions, authenticity, accessibility, and 
hospitality are all part of the Hazeltons experience.

welcome

HAGWILGET PEAK
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THE HISTORIC HEARTLAND 
The Hazelton area has for centuries been the home 
of the Gitxsan and Wet’suwet’en people. Starting 
in the 1860’s, the region also became home 
to growing pioneer communities. This unique 
sharing of an unequaled wilderness setting 
around the confluence of the Skeena and Bulkley 
Rivers, has made the Hazeltons the “Historic 
Heartland of Northwest BC” and one of the oldest 
communities in northern British Columbia.

Our resource rich area has nurtured vital northwest 
coast First Nations’ cultures that have used 
the Hazelton area as a centre of residence and 
commerce for over 8000 years. The Skeena, or 
‘River of Mist’, was a trade route which allowed 20 
metre (60-foot) cedar canoes to navigate from the 
Coast upriver to totem-filled villages with magical 
names like Temlaham, Gitanmaax, and Anspayxw.

history

THE CHARACTERISTIC FIGURES ON TOTEM POLES ARE SYMBOLS 
COMPARABLE TO FAMILY CRESTS. THEY ILLUSTRATE HISTORICAL 
EVENTS THAT OCCURED IN A HOUSE’S PAST.
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attractions

HAGWILGET CANYON BRIDGE: DRIVE OR WALK 
OVER THIS SINGLE-LANE STEEL SUSPENSION 
BRIDGE, PEER DOWN AT  THE RAGING BULKLEY 
RIVER BELOW, THEN VISIT THE HISTORICAL 
MARKER AT THE PULL-OUT. 

HAZELTONS VISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 
Conveniently located on Highway 16 in  
New Hazelton: Open May long weekend until the 
end of September: 250-842-6071.

HAGWILGET BRIDGE	  	  	
This suspension bridge is a breathtaking  
262ft (80m) above the raging Bulkley River. If 
you’re not afraid of heights, take a walk across for 
awe-inspiring views. For a beautiful view take a 
short, scenic hike down to the river below.

HANDS OF HISTORY  
SELF-GUIDED DRIVING TOUR 
Take a scenic route to explore the history and 
culture of the Historic Heartland. Throughout the 
Hazelton area there are signs with stories of our 
past placed at historic locations. You can have a day-
long adventure following our auto tour map to all 
of the signs, enjoying their stories and seeing the 
stunning sights that Hazelton has to offer. This is a 
great way to enjoy the colourful history of the area  
(see page 28 for the Auto Tour maps). For more 
information please go to the Visitor Centre. 

STEKYODEN MOUNTAIN
This majestic mountain towers over New Hazelton 
and offers a fantastic photo oportunity, no matter the 
weather.	

HAZELTON INSIDER APP
Complementing guides in this book — 
and the “Hands of History” Tour — is the 
Hazeltons Insider App. Use the App to 
collect points at locations of interest and 
redeem the points at the Visitor Centre 
for a prize. Download the Free App from 
the App Store or Google Play.

THE “TOTEM POLE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD” 
Totem Poles are part of the rich Gitxsan and 
Wet’suwet’en First Nations culture. Over 50 standing 
totem poles located in seven scenic First Nations 
villages including ‘Ksan Historical Village, Kispiox, 
Kitwanga, and Gitanyow. Totems in Gitanyow and 
Gitsegukla inspired famous Emily Carr paintings. Find 
more information & directions at the Visitor Centre.
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‘KSAN	  
World renowned ‘Ksan Historical Village and 
Museum offers interpretive tours and a 65-unit, 
fully serviced RV campground. 

‘Ksan is a replica of a First Nations’ village. This 
is a breathtaking display of culture. Take a tour, 
visit the gift shop with stunning First Nations’ art 
and, throughout the summer, enjoy an evening 
performance by the ‘Ksan Dancers (Wednesdays 
in July-August). There is a restaurant on site and a 
campground right on the river. In fact, this is where 
the Bulkley and Skeena rivers meet. 

Open May-September at 10am, 7 days a week. For 
more info Google: Ksan Village

WILDLIFE
The Hazelton area is home to many creatures. As you 
drive through the area, look out for grizzly bears, 
black bears and even the rare white Kermode bear. 
You may also see deer, moose, eagles, hawks and 
many other smaller creatures. Always have your 
camera ready as you never know when you will 
happen upon the next natural wonder. The river is 
the ideal location to see animals. If you are really 
lucky you may be able to see spectacular sights such 
as eagles and bears fishing. Everywhere you turn 
there is some creature to be seen, whether it be a 
cunning raven, a majestic bear or a shy coyote. 

‘KSAN HISTORICAL VILLAGE MUSEUM OF THE GITXSAN PEOPLE, 
LOCATED NEAR THE ANCIENT VILLAGE OF GITANMAAX, AT THE 
CONFLUENCE OF THE BULKLEY & SKEENA RIVERS.

7HAZELTON COMMUNITY GUIDE



“OLD TOWN” HAZELTON 
A visit to historic “Old Town” Hazelton transports 
you back to the pioneer days when riverboats were 
travelling the Skeena and the area was first settled 
by Europeans. Visit this authentic frontier community 
and check out some of the antique machinery 
displays, heritage sites, museum, and much more. 
(see pages 12-15 for maps & directory) 

HAZELTON PIONEER MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
Located in the library in Old Town, this museum is 
one of the treasures of our area. They have collected 
pictures and artifacts that can only be found here. It is 
a great opportunity to see what Hazelton was like in 
the days of pioneers and mule trains. 

BASTION PARK HISTORIC SITES AND WALKING GUIDE

FISHING THE BULKLEY, SKEENA AND KISPIOX RIVERS

THE VILLAGE OF HAZELTON (OLD TOWN) HAS AN 
‘OLD FRONTIER SPIRIT’ AND A COMFORTABLE 
REMOTENESS THAT CARRIES THE FEELING OF 
BEING “AWAY FROM IT ALL”. IT IS ONE OF THE 
OLDEST EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS IN NORTHERN BC 
(FOUNDED 1866) & WAS HOME TO MANY “FIRSTS” 
BETWEEN PRINCE GEORGE & PRINCE RUPERT, 
INCLUDING THE FIRST BANK, FIRST HOSPITAL, FIRST 
TELEGRAPH OFFICE, & FIRST NEWSPAPER. 

HAZELTON FARMERS’ MARKET
The Farmers’ Market runs May through October, 
Sundays 10am to 2pm at the Hazelton Area Visitor 
Centre at Hwy 16 & Hwy 62 in New Hazelton.

This is a great opportunity to buy tasty treats, local 
meat, vegetables, and crafts. Everything sold at the 
market is grown or produced within the Hazeltons 
and surrounding communities. Find more info at 
www.hazeltonfarmers.ca and ccap.rdbn.bc.ca .

FISHING
Renowned salmon, trout, and steelhead fishing 
happens here. This is home of record size Kispiox 
River steelhead.
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Events
ANNUAL CELEBRATIONS INCLUDE: 

Kispiox Valley Rodeo (1st weekend of June)
This is the “Biggest Little Rodeo in The West”! Please 
come on out and join in on the fun!

Canada Day (July 1)	
Canada Day is our biggest celebration of the year. 
All of the Hazeltons gather together for a pancake 
breakfast, kids’ games, mountain hike challenge, 
parade, music and a soapbox derby. There is fun to 
be had by everyone. 

Kispiox Valley Music Festival  
(last weekend in July)
This is a fun 3-day music festival with on-site 
camping and musicians from across Canada and 
around the region. Find info at www.kvmf.ca.

Pioneer Days (August) 
Pioneer Day is hosted in the Village of Hazelton every year 
to celebrate our town’s heritage on the Saturday after the 
August Long Weekend. There is a parade, wagon rides, 
vendors and kids’ activities. 

Gitxsan Cultural Days (3rd weekend in August)
Everyone is welcome to join in and celebrate the rich 
heritage and culture of the Gitxsan and Aboriginal people! 
This weekend of festivities usually features live music, 
cultural dancers, drummers and singers, local artists, craft 
vendors, moose calling and soapberry making contest, and 
more! Held at ‘Ksan Campground.

Winter Fest in New Hazelton
This event takes place in Allen Park on the 1st Friday 
in December. It’s a time for the community to come 
together and celebrate winter. There’s a free barbecue, hot 
chocolate, Christmas carols, Santa Claus and fireworks.

Christmas in Old Town / Village of Hazelton
This event includes street vendors, roasted chestnuts, 
caroling, horse-drawn sleigh rides, etc. and takes place the 
2nd Wednesday in December each year. 

A PASSIONATE COMMUNITY OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HAZELTONS HELP 
COORDINATE SEVERAL SUCCESSFUL EVENTS INCLUDING THE KISPIOX 
RODEO — ONE OF THE OLDEST RODEOS IN BC – AND THE KISPIOX VALLEY 
MUSIC FESTIVAL. BOTH EVENTS INCLUDE CAMPING ON-SITE AND DRAW 
PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLD.  

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Special health restrictions may be in effect. Please contact the Visitor Centre 
before travelling to any of these events to ensure they are running.

9HAZELTON COMMUNITY GUIDE



SUMMER 
RECREATION
View our maps on the following pages and stop in at 
the Visitor Centre for suggestions that cater to your 
needs and the activity of the season. You’ll find plenty of 
options for the following recreational opportunities:

HIKING 		  WALKING 	
PICNICKING		  WILDLIFE VIEWING
BIKING		  SWIMMING
FISHING		  CAMPING 
BOATING		  CANOEING		
ROCK CLIMBING	 JOGGING

PADDLE BOARDING ON ROSS LAKE

HIKING ABOVE BLUE LAKES  

ROAD & TRAIL BIKING

GUIDED TRIPS: Local companies offer guided 
adventures including: 

•	 Horseback Riding
•	 Mountain Horse Pack Trips
•	 River Rafting & River Expeditions
•	 Hiking
•	 Snorkelling with Salmon
•	 Fishing
•	 Cultural & Totem Pole Tours

Contact the Visitor Centre to help book excursions.

BERRY PICKING
If you know where to look, wild berries are plentiful. 
Look out for Saskatoon berries, raspberries, 
wild strawberries, gooseberries, soapberries, 
huckleberries, wild blueberries, wild cranberries, wild 
black currants, thimble berries and salmon berries. 
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RIDING HORSEBACK IN TWO MILE

ROCK CLIMBING UNDER THE HAGWILGET BRIDGE

CAMPING AT 'KSAN  

LOOKOUT / WATERFALL TRAIL 

NORTHERN LIGHTS   
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Mountain Biking 
Located directly behind the Upper Skeena Recreation Centre are 
the newly constructed Mountain Bike Trails. As of 2022, there 
are 11 trails ranging from easy, moderate to advanced. 

Up N’ At ‘Em provides an easy up track to get you to what will 
soon be your favorite trails. Make sure to check out the Look Out 
Loop for one of the best views of Stekyoden (Roche De Boule) 
and if you look west, you can even catch a glimpse of the Seven 
Sisters and Hospital Lake. Catch Back to School on your way down 
for a fast, flowy and fun ride.

Multi-Use Trails 

Mountain Biking, Trail Running, Walking... 
Find maps and detailed trail information 
by searching for Glen Mountain on the Trail 
Forks App or at www.trailforks.com  
(+ find larger diagram on p 14-15).
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Winter 
RECREATION
SKATING
When it’s cold enough, you can skate OUTDOORS 
on Ross Lake, Hospital Lake and Seeley Lake. New 
Hazelton has a small, lighted outdoor skating rink that 
is perfect for some exercise or a game of hockey. In 
Hazelton, you can skate INDOORS at the Upper Skeena 
Recreation Centre. This beautiful new facility has an 
NHL-sized ice rink, fitness centre and gymnasium.

ICE FISHING
If the weather is cold enough, both Ross Lake and 
Seeley Lake freeze and provide great ice fishing spots.

TOBOGGANING
Pick a hill and slide down or ask a local for their 
favorite spot. This is a good, old-fashioned way to have 
a day of fun. Just don’t forget your hot chocolate.

SNOWMOBILING
Find a guide to take you up into the mountains, 
along trails or to the lake. The Hazeltons are a great 
location for snowmobiling adventures. CAUTION: local 
terrain is challenging and snowmobiling unguided in 
unfamiliar areas is NOT recommended.

Winter in the Hazeltons can be a 
bit chilly, but there is fun to be had. 
Bundle up, get your thermos ready 
and head outside!

WINTER FESTIVALS
This event takes place in early December  
in Allen Park in New Hazelton. It’s a time for the 
community to come together and enjoy winter. There’s 
a free barbecue, hot chocolate, Christmas carols, Santa 
Claus and fireworks. Visit Old Town as well to see 
“Christmas in Hazelton” the second Wednesday of 
December! See the tree lighting ceremony, enjoy hot 
chocolate, sleigh rides and more!

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING & SNOWSHOEING
When the conditions are right you can ski just about 
anywhere. You can ski and snowshoe on Ross Lake and 
Seeley Lake, and you'll find groomed ski trails on Bulkley 
Canyon Road. Find more info at newhazeltonccskiing-
blog.tumblr.com

BACKCOUNTRY SKIING
If you are equipped and in-the-know, there’s lots to be 
had. Certified guides in the area  
can be hired to take you on a tour.

HELI & CAT SKIING 
In the Hazeltons, Skeena Heli Skiing operates out of Bear 
Claw Lodge in the Kispiox Valley and Skeena Cat Skiing 
operates up the Suskwa Valley. Find out more at  
www.skeenaheliskiing.com and www.skeenacatskiing.ca

SKEENA CAT SKIING
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“Old Town” 
      Village of Hazelton Map

9

10
see maps & descriptions on pages 
20-27 in the Hazeltons Hiking Trails, 
Recreation Sites & Parks section

#

13

Multi-Use Trails 
Mountain Biking, Trail Running, Walking... 
Look for “Glen Mountain” on the Trail Forks 
App or at www.trailforks.com for details.
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walking trail

multi-use trails

road

1 km

STROLLING  THE RIVERSIDE BOARDWALK IN OLD TOWN

‘THE RETURN’ MURAL, DESIGNED BY LOCAL ARTIST LEAH PIPE, CELEBRATES 
SALMON, GITXSAN CULTURE AND THE PIONEER HISTORY OF OLD TOWN.

ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH IN OLD TOWN

OLD TOWN
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Walking 
Guide

“Old Town” Village of Hazelton Pack Train Trail

1  Hazelton Public Library and Pioneer Museum. 
Here you can explore Hazelton’s rich pioneer history. 
The Collins Overland Telegraph Line, early voyages up 
the Skeena River by canoes and paddlewheel boats, 
the history of local bridge construction and British 
Columbia’s first northern hospital are only a few of 
the historic features of Hazelton that this museum 
explores. The library offers free internet access, 
friendly service, and a rich local history collection.

2  In Polly Sargent Park you can enjoy a stroll along 
the Skeena River and explore a number of artifacts 
from Hazelton’s steamboat days. 

3  Bastion Park. Once the site where the Hudson’s Bay 
Company built their first post in Hazelton (c.1886), 
this spot on the Skeena River was the upriver 
terminus for the Hudson’s Bay Company and other 
trading companies who supplied goods for mining 
towns, railway crews, farms, and locals.

4  Take a stroll along the Pack Train Trail. This is 
the trail head where pack traders began their long 
journeys with dogsleds and mules to deliver their 
goods, often traveling several hundred miles east, 
south and north of Hazelton.

5  Ore Cart & Municipal Office c.1931 
 (former Triangle Motors & gas service)

6  Hospital Lightplant Motor

7  Ore Wagons  
One is on the roof of Inlander Building  
and another one is in front of the  
Hazelton District Public Library.

8  Peter Yeovil Kitanmaax Lightplant Motor 
in front of the Polly Sargent Park Washrooms.

9  ’Ksan Historical Village and Museum attracts 
worldwide attention. With 7 traditional Gitksan long 
houses, several totem poles, Kitanmaax School of Art, 
and a large collection of native artifacts, this living 
Museum preserves the rich history and culture of the 
Gitxsan First Nation people.

 Hands of History stop (tour details on p. 28)

Points of Interest

walking trail
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A  S.S. Hazelton 90 foot (27m) steam powered 
sternwheeler replica & S.S. Essington 
paddlewheel (site of the Union Bank of Canada, 
1910, & first dance hall; converted to third 
Hazelton Hotel 1938-1956) 

B  St. Peter’s Anglican Church  
Gothic style c.1900 (once site of Anglican school) 

C  Dwelling c.1920  
(site of Newspaper office c.1886)

D  Little House c.1910  
(residence of first bank manager)

E  Hudson’s Bay Factor’s House c.1921—
Craftsman style (town hall site 1911-1928)

F  Dwelling c.1921 (late 1800’s –1920 Anglican 
Mission House and Rectory site)

G  Sunrise Café c.1920 (former Shanghai Café. 
Laundry and other buildings on site c.1920)

H  Marshall Brothers Building c.1932-38  
(former truck stop, morgue, town office)

I  Trading Post c.1928  
(former Hudson’s Bay store)

J  Dwelling c.1931 (formerly Ping Yee’s Café)

K  Pentecostal Church c.1921 – Tudor style  
architecture (third faith to occupy building)

L  Marshall House c.1906 (at one time,  
manse for the United and Methodist Churches)

M  Government Agents’ Offices  
c.1909 (with 1 storey addition)

Historic Sites & Buildings of “Old Town”

N  BC Café c.1931 (1910-1920 several shops on site; 
1921 first BC Café)

O  York House c.1906 (renovated 1980s, moved to 
site from Government St. c.1930)

P  Myros Building c.1928 (used as a store and post 
office until the 1960s)

Q  Martin House c.1900 – restoration 1980’s  
(former boarding house)

R  Mahoney House c.1910 (jail & RCMP residence; 
c.1915 Omineca Hotel & laundry on site)

S  Smith House c.1948 (former stable site)

T  Grant House c.1916 with second story addition 
(site of Realty, Insurance & Notary Offices c.1916)

U  Sargent House c.1905 – renovated 1920’s

V  Tri-Town Theatre c.1937 with additions c.1960 
(first used as a community hall)

W  RCMP Building – Offices & Dwelling c.1926  
(B.C. Police Station until 1973)

X  Blackstock House c.1919 (moved to site 1936)

Y  Galloway House c.1910  
(c.1902-1928 livery stable & two hotels on site)

Z  Gitxsan Wet’suwet’en Education Society  
c.1938 – redeveloped in 1980’s (site of icehouse & 
first and second Hazelton Hotels)

ZZ  Cunningham House c.1910 — dwelling converted 
to duplex (mess house for riverboats)

founded in 1866
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“NEW Town” 
     New Hazelton Map

see trail maps & descriptions on 
pages 20-27 in the Hazeltons Trails, 
Recreation Sites & Parks section

#
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LOOKOUT / WATERFALL TRAIL 

HIKING SKILOKIS RIDGE

THE HAZELTONS VISITOR CENTRE

MURAL PARK

19



Bulkley Junction

Kitwanga 
Mountain

Park

Lake
Kitwanga

Seven Sisters 
Provincial Park 

 Provincial Park 

0 1010 20 30 40 50 60 Kilometers

Cedarvale

Dorreen

Gitanyow

Kitwanga

Gitsegukla

Glen Vowell

'Ksan
Village of Hazelton

New 

Kispiox

Hazelton

Witset

Bulkley  River

16

37

Mt. Thomlinson

Kispiox Mtn.

Nine Mile Mtn.

Hagwilget Peak

Brian Boru Peak

Blunt Mnt.
(Skilokis)

Sidina Mtn

 Shegunia
  River

Su
sk

wa R
iver

Kispiox River

Skeena  R i ve
r

Date Creek 
Research Forest 

Babine River

1

2
3

4

8
11 14

18
10

12

1513

9

17

7

6

5

16

Hazeltons
Hiking Trails, 
Recreation Sites
& Parks

Difficulty Level
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Recreational Features Rock 
Climbing

Canoeing Swimming

Cycling Walking
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Viewing
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2

1	 Watson Lakes Trail 

Access Approx. 80km west of the Hazelton Area Visitor Centre, (36.9km west of Kitwanga junction and 
about 2km after Hells Bells Creek), an unmarked 700 metre access road leaves Highway 16 on 
the left side of the highway. 

Description Covering nearly 40,000 hectares, Seven Sisters Park and Protected Area is named for the 
spectacular set of peaks visible from Highway 16 between Hazelton and Terrace.  The area offers 
a variety of trails, catering to all levels of ability. Many of the trails are a legacy of mining and 
mineral exploration. The Watson Lakes Trail is the most suited for families. There is one short 
steep pitch but otherwise it is an easy 3km trail passing three scenic lakes and on the ascent 
views across the Skeena River to Mt. Knauss. At 1km, there is a lakeside picnic and camping site.

Moderate 

2	  

Access Starting at the junction with 
Highway 16 near Kitwanga, drive 
north on Highway 37, crossing the 
bridge over the Skeena River and 
shortly afterward the rail line. Turn 
left on to the Cedarvale-Kitwanga 
Road (Cedarvale Backroad). At 
approx. 8km, there is a sign and 
parking area for three vehicles.

Description One of the best views of the Seven 
Sisters Mountains is from this day-
use site. A short (easy) trail takes 
you to 2 picnic tables at the crest of 
a ridge.

Easy

Sedan Creek  
Recreation Site
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3	 Nature’s Way (Kitwanga) 

Access From the junction with Highway 16, at 4.3km north 
along Highway 37, turn left on to the Kitwanga 
North Road. Sections of the trail are visible on the 
left side.

Description A 3.2km loop through Kitwanga, linking the 
Recreation Centre with the sports fields, featuring 
viewing platforms over Mill Pond.

Easy

Easy

NATURE’S WAY (KITWANGA)

KITWANGA FORT

4	 Gitwangak Battle Hill/Kitwanga Fort  
	 National Historic Site 

Access At 4.3km north along Highway 37, turn left onto Kitwanga North Road into the community of 
Kitwanga. A pull-out is located on the left side at 1.7km. Visitors must descend and ascend a long 
staircase to reach the fort.

Description At a strategic location overlooking the Kitwanga River and along a “Grease Trail” trading route, in 
the 1700s Gitxsan people constructed a hilltop fort. Parks Canada relates the fascinating story of 
‘Nekt’s fortress through a series of interpretive panels along a short walk to the hill top. 

Easy
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